HELEN

rendered the possessor invisible, and enabled him to hear
everything that was said, and all that was thought of him,
would you throw it away, or put it on your finger ?"

i " Put it on my finger," I replied; "and this instant, for a
true friend is better than a magic ring, I put it on."

* " You are very brave," said he, " then you shall hear the
lines I heard in a rival salon, repeated by him who last wafted
the censer to you to-night."    He repeated a kind of doggrel
pasquinade, beginning with

' Tell me, gentles, have you seen
The prating she, the mock Corinne ?

( Dumont, who had the courage for my good to inflict the
blow, could not stay to see its effect, and this time I was left
alone, not with my nonsense, but with my reason. It was
quite sufficient. I was cured. My only consolation in my
disgrace was that I honourably kept Dumont's counsel. The
friend who composed the lampoon, from that day to this, never
knew that I had heard it; though I must own I often longed
to tell him, when he was offering his incense again, that I
wished he would reverse his practice, and let us have the
satire in my presence, and keep the flattery for my absence.
The graft of affectation, which was but a poor weak thing,
fell off at once, but the root of the evil had not yet been
reached. My friend Dumont had not cut deep enough, or
perhaps feared to cut away too much that was sound and
essential to life: my political ambition remained, and on Lord
Davenant's return sprang up in full vigour.

* Now it is all over I can analyse and understand my own
motives: when I first began my political course,  I really and
truly had no  love for power ;   full of other feelings,  I  was
averse from it ; it was absolutely disagreeable to me ; but as
people acquire a taste for drams after making faces at first
swallowing, so I, from experience of the excitation, acquired
the habit, the love, of this mental dram-drinking ; besides, I
had such delightful excuses for myself:  I didn't love power
for its own  sake,  it was  never used for myself, always for
others ;   ever with my old principle of sacrifice in full play:
this flattering unction I laid to my soul, and it long hid from
me its weakness, its gradual corruption.

'The first instance in which I used my influence, and by
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